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SAVE-THE-DATES 
 

Theodore Jasieniecki 
Alumni Basketball 

Game and                  
After-Game Party 

Friday,  

Jan. 15, 2010 
At BHS — After Party  

Knights of Columbus 

 

Third Annual           
BEF Dinner 

April 16, 2010 
Forest Hill Field Club 

Look Who’s Going to the  

Super Bowl! 

    Many BEF Board members and friends attended 

the Super Bowl Raffle Pick Party,  on Oct. 12th, at 

Senorita’s Restaurant and anxiously awaited the 

name of the lucky winner of two tickets to the Super 

Bowl, airfare, rental car and a 4 night stay at the 

Doral Golf Resort and Spa.  In between the first and 

second quarter of the Jets vs. Miami game, Howard 

Friedman enlisted one of Senorita’s waiters to pull 

the lucky winning ticket. It was revealed that the 

winner was Emanuel (Manny) Forlenza, a young dad 

of three from Caldwell, who will be jetting to the Su-

per Bowl along with his wife, Mary.  Manny was at home when the call came in 

and was very excited as was his wife, who could be heard shrieking in the back-

ground.  The ticket was sold by Gene Dassing, husband of BEF Executive Di-

rector, Ann Dassing.  The BEF wishes to extend extra special thanks to Marva 

and Merton Hanks, who donated the two tickets to the Super Bowl and made 

this raffle possible.  Special thanks to all who participated, those of you who 

bought tickets and especially our Board Members who worked very hard to sell 

this opportunity for a “Trip of a Life Time”. The results of their efforts enable 

the BEF to continue its support of educational initiatives district wide. 
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A Message from our Chairman  

    Congratulations to the Bloomfield School District!!! The improvement in test scores 

and the advances in technology that have been put into place warrant recognition. We 

at the BEF are proud to have been able to contribute to the innovative programs and 

initiatives that have been formulated by the district. We could not have done this with-

out the input we received from members of the Administration. Our periodic meetings 

with Superintendent, Frank Digesere and Assistant Superintendent Marie Cirasella as 

well as many other administrators, principals and teachers have enabled us to under-

stand the needs and wants of our educators. 

    I know that I, as well as the entire Educational Foundation Board, owe a debt of 

gratitude to Dr. Heather Carr, the Director of Education Pre K-6, who has served as our 

liaison to the administration. From the moment Dr. Carr became a part of our team she 

has provided us with data, proposals and enthusiasm that we have been able to use in 

guiding our funding decisions. Thanks Heather, you are truly a “Bloomfield Guy”. 

    Our best wishes to Frank Digesere as he “goes home”. Thanks Frank, your openness in 

discussing the plight of education in the State of New Jersey and Bloomfield has enabled 

us to better understand and fulfill our mission. 

    Best wishes to Joe Kliminski upon his retirement as the CEO of American Bank. In 

honor of Joe's years of service Mr. Kevin Cummings of Investors Savings Bank, the suc-

cessor to American Bank, presented the Foundation with a $ 10,000. donation. We can 

not thank Investors enough for their generosity and look forward to their continuing the 

traditions that Joe and American Bank started. 

    That's it for now, have a great Thanksgiving!!!  

Overjoyed Super Bowl raffle 

winner, Manny Forlenza.  
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See inside for upcoming events for  

The Bloomfield Educational Foundation,  

and our Super Bowl raffle winner!!  

 

     

“Jaz’d Up” Grants: The Result of  

        A Unique Partnership       

 In June, Madeline Wollner, Chairperson of the Foundation’s Grant 

Review Committee and Dr. Heather Carr, the BEF’s liaison to the Board 

of Ed’s Administrative Team, forged a ground breaking partnership with 

the districts’ Elementary Home and School Associations. The results 

came fast and hard.   This matching grant program allowed each of the 

eight elementary schools to  receive a “Smart Board” which is one of the 

latest technological advances available to our teachers.  

 We are glad to report that the necessary wiring and prep work was  

completed during the summer break and the “Smart Boards” were in 

place and operating at the September 2009 opening of the school Year. 

 The BEF is looking forward to continuing and expanding its par-

ticipation with the districts’ Home and School Associations to better the 

opportunities for our students.                     

BEF Treasurer, Madeline Wollner, pre-
sents a check for $16,000 to BOE Presi-
dent, Ms. Rachel Parks for technology in 

the Elementary schools. 

BHS TV Studio Gets Major Boost from Foundation 
    An Extraordinary Grant of $ 5,000 was awarded to Bloomfield High School’s television studio for much needed 

equipment that allows the studio to remain current with the industry’s technology.  

    Stated Brandon Doemling, Teacher of Technology Education/TV Production, “the incredibly generous grant pro-

vided by the Bloomfield Educational Foundation has filled a lot of gaps and has created a more fully realized, crea-

tive environment for the students of this program.  It has helped open up and expand possibilities available to the 

students of  BETV and is preparing them if they choose to pursue this course of study in high education.” 

    With the funds, Brandon purchased a Numark Rack-Mount iPod Player, which when integrated into the Control 

Room, will provide an almost limitless selection of audio track choices; an XLR audio cable which replaced old, un-

reliable cables with longer run capabilities; two TV monitor wall mounts take the units off the floor and allow for 

uninhibited camera movement and less restrictive shot choices; Panasonic AG-DVC20 3 CCD MiniDV camcorders to 

expand the inventory of hand held EFP cameras and allow advanced students to realize more non-studio projects; a 

JVC SR-DVM600 VTR which has been integrated into the computer editing lab allowing for more loading of 

MiniDVD and DVD video sources into student projects.  The BEF is currently considering a second extraordinary 

grant application from the BHS TV studio to provide further outstanding experiences for the HS students. 
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